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Dear Friends,
I’m delighted to share the news that I have been appointed chair of the Wilmington Montessori School Board of Directors. The other WMS Board members are Mark Conces, Nimrit Kang, Susan Thomas, Jackie Ivy, Tanya
Looney, Chuck Baldwin and Steve Johnson. In line with best practices, the
Board is composed of current and alumni parents as well as community
members.
As a result of the recent Annual Meeting and Board communications, there
is a widely held belief that we are on the cusp of an extraordinary opportunity
in planning for the future of the school. It will require courage, patience and
above all, an unwavering commitment of the WMS community, including the
Board, families, teachers and administrative staff. The continued quality of
your children's educational experience, the
excellence of both our faculty and staff, and
the overwhelmingly positive responses from
our engaged parent community are ALL positive signs that WMS is poised to rise above its
current economic and enrollment challenges.
In the spirit of collaboration, I am asking for
everyone’s help in achieving our goals that I
will share with you at the May 17 Town Meeting. I am confident that working together, we
can rise above our current economic and enrollment challenges.
As chair, my goal is to share the path forward for Wilmington Montessori on
next week’s Town Meeting. Recently, a letter went out to many of our parents and staff. I’d like to take this opportunity to clarify. The Board did not
sanction this communication or provide your personal contact information to
be used by this group. I also want to reinforce with every member of the
school that I am committed to communicating with you on an ongoing basis
through monthly updates (or even more frequently, if new information arises)
in the Wednesday Weekly. Let me be clear – the Board seeks to speak directly to and provide opportunities to hear from the entire community through
various means. We seek your collaboration to assist with the work ahead.
We are a strong school with a long history of collaboration among the families, staff and board members that comprise the Community of Learning referred to in our Mission Statement. I am confident that if we pool our efforts
and work together, we will rise above our current challenges and continue to
offer high-quality Montessori education to children. I look forward to seeing
all of you at the Town Meeting and getting to know your families better. In
the meantime, as always, the Board is happy to receive your thoughts, ideas
and questions – please contact us at wms_bod@wmsde.org.
Sincerely,

Pam Politis
Chair of the Wilmington Montessori School Board of Directors

Mark Your Calendar
Toddler conferences will be held throughout
the month. Student art show is on display
through May 18.

May
14

Home School Enrichment
Program Open House
9:30 a.m.
Have a friend who home
schools? Invite him or her to
visit us and learn more about
this unique program that offers
French, art, technology and
writing classes to home-schooled
students on Mondays.

17

Student/Staff/Parent Lacrosse
Game
3:30 p.m.
Town Hall Meeting
7 p.m., Great Room

25

Elementary Field Day
9 a.m.

28

Memorial Day
School closed. Building closed.
No child care available.

30

Preschool Field Day
9:30 a.m.

31

9-12 Concert
7 p.m., Gym

June
6

Last Day of School
Graduation Breakfast
7:30 a.m., Great Room
Graduation Ceremony
10 a.m., Gym
Invitations coming soon!
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Picture Perfect
Sharon Entzminger, Jessica O’Keefe, Janet
Hewitt and Jennifer Dyjas: meet the preschool
camp leadership Dream Team!

As you walk through the halls of WMS this week, be
sure to check out the creative images displayed outside
the Great Room as part of the after-school photography
class's annual art show. The show began with an opening reception party with the after-care classes Monday
afternoon and includes examples of photographic processes that span the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries.
Come see a print made from beet juice, photos taken
with a plastic canister and images created with 21stcentury imaging software. Try out a pinhole camera
and see classroom objects in 3D.

The theme for Camp Montessori’s summer program for
children who will attend preschool in the fall is Zoology, and
we will spend the summer learning about our fellow inhabitants of planet earth. Friends who run, walk, slither, crawl
and twitch their noses will be the basis of our lessons,
songs and artwork as we spend the hottest months of the
year in a prepared environment rich with literacy, math,
language, cultural studies, art, music, science, water play,
nature study and lots of cooking! Sign up now, before
your session fills: www.wmsde.org/camp

Congratulations, Fabienne!

The show will be open until Friday afternoon (May 11).

A Reminder About Library Books
This is Children's Book Week (5/7-5/13) which
brings a reminder to parents to help their children
find WMS library books and return them. The end
of the year will be here before we know it and all
books need to be brought back to the library by
May 24. If you have any questions, please email
Elizabeth at elizabeth_varley@wmsde.org or stop
in the library between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Thanks
for your help!

Last Monday, after months of preparation, French teacher Fabienne Daniels was sworn in as a U.S. citizen.
Along with her family, WMS fifth-grader Jason Burns accompanied her to the ceremony. Jason volunteered many lunch periods
helping Fabienne study for her citizenship tests, The WMS community congratulates Fabienne for all of her hard work!

Alumni News: French Awards

Fabienne wasn’t the only francophone to be honored this
week! Tatnall seventh-grader Anna Morrione (WMS class
of 2011) placed first in the State of Delaware in the National French Test administered earlier this month. Ava
Gulino (WMS class of 2010) was elected French Student
of the Year at Talley Middle School. You make WMS
proud!
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Moms’ Day & French Assembly 2012

Class of 2012 Saves the Rain through Spirit Week
Last week, WMS’s class of 2012 organized
Spirit Week, as well as a Rain Walk, to fundraise for Save the Rain.
From Clash Day to Spirit Day, each day offered a fun opportunity to show WMS spirit
while supporting a great cause. During the
Rain Walk, elementary students carried buckets of water to experience how it might be for
people in developing countries who sometimes walk miles to get water for their homes.
Look for more photos on Facebook soon!
Along with having a lot of fun, the sixthgraders’ efforts raised $1,000 for Save the
Rain (including a generous contribution from
an anonymous donor). Look for more details in
a letter from the sixth-graders in next week’s
issue.
Thank you for your generosity!
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Looking for co-op hours? How about tuition credit?
Check out our...

New families come to learn about WMS
every day. One of the questions we always ask is “How did you hear about
us?” Most people answer, “from a friend.”

Families who meet the requirements
outlined at
www.wmsde.org/buildingcommunity will
receive a $750 tuition credit or 30

family, we encourage you to explain the
benefits that you see in and around
WMS classrooms and share your personal WMS story with others.

hours of co-op.
We’re thrilled that our current families
recommend WMS to their friends and
help our community to grow.
The “Building Community” referral program is a way for us to give back to the
people who help build our community in
this way.

Spread the word and invite friends to
schedule a private tour by calling
302-475-0555 or emailing
admissions@wmde.org, or consider
hosting a Montessori event at home.

For more information or to find out how
you can help promote WMS, contact
Theresa Conaty, Admissions Officer, at
Theresa_Conaty@wmsde.org.
To learn more about upcoming
admissions events, visit
www.wmsde.org/admissionsevents.

As you spend time with your friends and

Receive live updates from WMS on your
computer or mobile device:
www.twitter.com/wmsde

Check out our Facebook
page for WMS news, photos
and event information:
http://www.facebook.com/
WilmingtonMontessoriDE

Our Mission
Wilmington Montessori School is a collaborative
learning community rooted in Montessori principles,
inspiring the joyful discovery of self and a passion
for learning and independent thinking. We
empower children to be knowledgeable and
responsible contributors to the global community.

WEDNESDAY WEEKLY
SUBMISSIONS
Have a submission for the Wednesday Weekly?
E-mail Wednesday-Weekly@wmsde.org by
4:30 p.m. Friday each week for possible
publication in the following week’s issue.
Note: Submissions may be modified for space
constraints and/or content clarity.

