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Head of School for the Day:
Sharing WMS with the Business Community

Mark Your Calendar
October
27

Halloween Parades
Preschool—9:30 a.m.
Elementary—11:15 a.m.

28 & 31 Preschool/Elementary Conferences
No preschool/elementary classes.
Pre-registered childcare only.
Email cass_winner@wmsde.org to
register.

November

On Wednesday, October 26, Bill Major, Vice President at M&T Bank,
spent the day at Wilmington Montessori School shadowing Head of
School Linda Zankowsky as a participant in the Delaware State Chamber
of Commerce’s “Principal for a Day program.” Recognizing a need to foster working relationships between business leaders and educators, the
State Chamber created the program to provide CEOs and managementlevel business men and women an opportunity to spend the day in a
Delaware school carrying out the daily responsibilities of a principal (or in
our case, Head of School). This program fits perfectly as part of our Vision to share the work of WMS with the broader community.
During his day as Head of School, Bill, whose experience in the banking
industry includes 17 years at M&T and 20 years at Wilmington Trust,
toured WMS, met staff and visited several classrooms. During his visit to
the 9-12 rooms, students introduced themselves and asked questions
ranging from “What’s your favorite part of your job?” (“All of the different
types of people I meet.”) to “What was your batting average as a baseball
player?” (“Around .300” — yes, Bill is a former professional baseball
player with the St. Louis Cardinals AND he also served as a U.S. Army
First Lieutenant in the Green Berets!)
Bill said that he enjoyed his visit to WMS, particularly his conversations
with our children. We thank him for taking the time to visit our school and
look forward to sharing the school community with other business leaders
in the future!

1

Staff/Parents vs. Students Soccer
Game After School
Email adrianna_cichonska@wmsde.org
if you want to participate.

2

Parent Education—Montessori at
Home, 7-9 p.m., Library
Registration requested.

5

Rummage Sale, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

7

The Journey, 8:30 a.m.-noon, Lobby

9

Admissions Open House, 9:30 a.m.,
Library—Tell a friend!

11

WMS Dance Party, 6 p.m.

14

Montessori Monday, 9:30 a.m., Lobby
Tell a friend!

15

Town Meeting, 7 p.m., Great Room
Childcare available. Contact
cass_winner@wmsde.org to sign-up.

16

Picture Make-up Day, Great Room

22

Grandfriends Day, 8:30—11 a.m.
RSVP to events@wmsde.org by 11/14.

23

Thanksgiving Vacation
No classes. Preregistered childcare only.
Contact cass_winner@wmsde.org to
sign-up.

24-25

Thanksgiving Vacation
School closed—no classes or childcare.
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Spooktacular Halloween Festivities
We hope all of you will join us
tomorrow, Thursday, October 27, for
our Halloween activities!

WMS Costume Guidelines

9:30 a.m. – Preschool parade
begins in the gym. Our families and
friends are invited to line the hallways
along the parade route and then to
join us after the parade in our
classrooms for refreshments. All
Infant, Toddler and Elementary
classes are encouraged to line the
hallways to watch the parade as well.

•

No weapons of any kind are
allowed as part of a costume.

•

Costumes should not contain
blood, guts, or gore.

•

Hair color and makeup should be
applied at home, not brought to
school.

•

Since we have very young
children at our school, please
make sure that costumes are not
frightening to small children.

11:15 a.m. – Elementary parade
begins in the gym.
After School—Don’t forget to join
us for the Extended Day Haunted
House starting at 3 p.m.!

We ask that children’s costumes meet
the following rules:

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher.

Wanted: Your Junque-n-Treasures
Are you ready to RUMMAGE? Keep gathering your junquen-treasures, and get ready for some serious bargainshopping at WMS’s Annual Rummage Sale on Saturday,
November 5 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The WMS sale is an exciting collection of home goods, kids stuff,
clothes, furniture, artwork, music,
books and much, much more, all
offered at low prices. Proceeds
benefit Wilmington Montessori
School. Grab a friend and set the
alarm – there will be a line when we
open our doors at 7 a.m.!
Along with inviting you to shop, we’re also inviting you to
donate items to the sale. Maybe you just swapped out your
family’s fall clothing? Clean out a garage or attic lately? We
would be happy to accept your stuff for our sale! Check out
our guidelines.
Items can be placed in the bin near the front desk or
dropped off at the Great Room from 9:30-10:30 a.m. this
Saturday, and 9 a.m.-noon on Sunday.

Rummage Sale First Look: for volunteers only!
On Friday, November 4 from 6-7 p.m., Rummage Sale volunteers will have the first opportunity to buy this year’s Rummage Sale goodies. Shop and share some wine and cheese
with the other WMS volunteers who will help to make this
year’s Sale a huge success! Check the co-op board for all
the many opportunities to help with this year’s sale.
For more info, contact Jennifer Burns, Director of Advancement, or Gilles Auffret, Rummage Sale Chair, at
wmsrummagesale@gmail.com.
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Join us on The Journey this November
What is The Journey?
The purpose of The Journey is to
provide parents with an understanding
of WHY and HOW Montessori works
by enabling them to see the classroom, first as an observer, then as a
participant with the materials and
lessons. During this experience, you
will discover, much as a child does, the
beauty of Montessori.

Who should participate
in The Journey?
When parents understand why and
how Montessori works, you are better
able to support teachers’ efforts,
provide consistency at home, and
enable your children to get the most
out of their Montessori education.
WMS strongly encourages ALL parents, especially those new to the
school, to experience The Journey.

When and where is The
Journey?
How do I register for
The Journey will be held on:
The Journey?
Monday, November 7
8:30 a.m.—noon
We will meet in the lobby, then travel
throughout WMS.

Call or e-mail Theresa Conaty to
reserve your spot. You can reach
Theresa at 302-475-0555 or
theresa_conaty@wmsde.org. Registration is free and you receive five
co-op hours per family.

Donate Your Coats, Hats
& Gloves to Westside
Family Healthcare
Room 14 is collecting
gently used coats and
new hats and gloves for
the patients of Westside
Family Healthcare this
October.
It would be much
appreciated if you put
these items in marked
bins by the front desk and
outside Room 14 by the
end of the week.
For more information, please contact Amanda
Lewis at aamlewis@hotmail.com.
Thanks so much for your generosity!

Childcare is available by
pre-registering with Cass Winner at
cass_winner@wmsde.org or
302-475-0555.

Have Questions?
Get answers at the WMS Town Meeting!
One of Wilmington Montessori School’s greatest strengths
is its close and involved community. Each November,
Wilmington Montessori School holds a Town Meeting. The
Town Meeting offers an opportunity for the community to
hear more about the strategic direction of Wilmington
Montessori School and its initiatives, ask questions and
share feedback. It is an exciting time for Wilmington Montessori School and for Montessori education in Delaware.
Please mark your calendar to join us at Wilmington
Montessori School’s Town Meeting on Tuesday, November 15 from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Great Room.
To assist you in attending this meeting, free childcare is
available by pre-registering with Cass Winner at
cass_winner@wmsde.org. In addition, participants may
claim one hour of co-op time for their participation.
We hope you all take this great opportunity to share your
insight and thoughts and stay informed about our vibrant
community.
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Montessori at Home: How can parents expand gifts of Montessori?
When: November 2, 2011
7 – 9 p.m.
Where: WMS Library
Cost: $15 per person
Register online at www.wmsde.org/parenteducation.
Led by Betsy Haas, a veteran WMS Preschool lead
teacher, and Yvonne Nass, a certified Adlerian Family
Counselor (and great-grandparent of a WMS student!),
this workshop will give parents the skills being taught in
the Montessori classroom. Caregivers will learn how to
continue the lessons learned at WMS, encouraging
independence, self-sufficiency and responsibility in a
respectful and caring way at home. Please join us in
discovering how to help our children have a successful
and happy school year and home life!

Receive Tuition Credit by Helping WMS Grow
Have a sewing machine gathering
dust? Let it do good work!
The after-school program is in search of
some sewing machines to borrow for a spring
After-School Special Program. If you have
one that you might be willing to lend, contact
Cass Winner or Maribeth Low. Thanks!

New families come to learn about WMS every day. One of the questions
we always ask is “How did you hear about is?” Most people answer,
“From a friend.”
We’re thrilled that our current families recommend WMS to their friends
and help our community to grow. As a way to give back to those who
help build the community in this way, we've brought back the “Building
Community” referral program that launched last year. Families who meet
the requirements outlined at www.wmsde.org/buildingcommunity will receive $750 tuition credit or 30 hours of co-op.
Spread the word and invite friends to our Open House on November 9
or our Montessori Monday on November 14. We encourage you to explain the benefits that you see in and around Wilmington Montessori
classrooms and to share your own personal WMS story with others. For
more information, contact Theresa_Conaty@wmsde.org.

www.twitter.com/wmsde

Our Mission
Wilmington Montessori School is a collaborative
learning community rooted in Montessori
principles, inspiring the joyful discovery of self
and a passion for learning and independent
thinking. We empower children to be
knowledgeable and responsible contributors to
the global community.

www.facebook.com/WilmingtonMontessoriDE

