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Lexile

Booked

Alexander,
Kwame

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER, soccer,
family, love, and friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns
the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a
bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his
best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping
librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read.
This electric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame Alexander bends
and breaks as it captures all the thrills and setbacks, action and emotion of a
World Cup match!

660

Quiet Power:
The Secret
Strengths of
Introverts

Cain, Susan

This book is all about kids' world—school, extracurriculars, family life, and
friendship. You’ll read about actual kids who have tackled the challenges of
not being extroverted and who have made a mark in their own quiet way.

1020

Be Confident
in Who You
Are

Fox, Annie

“Hey. We go to Milldale Middle School. We’re very different in lots of ways,
but we’re all good friends. A couple months ago, we were just hanging out
when these kids came over . . .” So begins the journey of Jack, Jen, Chris,
Abby, Mateo, and Michelle—six students just trying to figure it all out in
middle school. Be Confident

in Who You Are, the first book in the new
Middle School Confidential series, follows these characters as they work to
meet new challenges and survive the social scene—without losing sight of
who they are. The book offers insider information on common middle school
concerns and practical advice for being healthy, feeling good about who you
are, and staying in control of your feelings and actions—even when the
pressure is on.

n/a

The Last Boy
at St. Edith's
Malone

Malone, Lee
Gjertsen

Seventh grader Jeremy Miner has a girl problem. Or, more accurately, a
girls problem. 475 of them to be exact. That’s how many girls attend his
school, St. Edith’s Academy.
Jeremy is the only boy left after the school’s brief experiment in
co-education. And he needs to get out. His mother—a teacher at the
school—won’t let him transfer, so Jeremy takes matters into his own hands:
he’s going to get expelled.
Together with his best friend Claudia, Jeremy unleashes a series of hilarious
pranks in hopes that he’ll get kicked out with minimal damage to his
permanent record. But when his stunts start to backfire, Jeremy has to
decide how far he’s willing to go and whom he’s willing to knock down to get
out the door.

780

The Seventh
Most Important
Thing

Pearsall,
Shelley

Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the trash picker. Arthur had
his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the arm, not the head. But
none of that matters to the judge—he is ready to send Arthur to juvie
forever. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man himself who offers an alternative: 120
hours of community service . . . working for him.
Arthur is given a rickety shopping cart and a list of the Seven Most Important
Things: glass bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces of wood, lightbulbs, coffee

760

cans, and mirrors. He can’t believe it—is he really supposed to rummage
through people’s trash? But it isn’t long before Arthur realizes there’s more
to the Junk Man than meets the eye, and the “trash” he’s collecting is being
transformed into something more precious than anyone could imagine. . . .
The Best Man

Peck,
Richard

Archer Magill has spent a lively five years of grade school with one eye out
in search of grown-up role models. Three of the best are his grandpa, the
great architect; his dad, the great vintage car customizer,; and his uncle
Paul, who is just plain great. These are the three he wants to be. Along the
way he finds a fourth—Mr. McLeod, a teacher. In fact, the first male teacher
in the history of the school.
But now here comes middle school and puberty. Change. Archer wonders
how much change has to happen before his voice does. He doesn't see too
far ahead, so every day or so a startling revelation breaks over him. Then a
really big one when he's the best man at the wedding of two of his role
models. But that gets ahead of the story.
In pages that ripple with laughter, there's a teardrop here and there. And
more than a few insights about the bewildering world of adults, made by a
boy on his way to being the best man he can be.

540

Same But
Different: Teen
Life on the
Autism

Peete, Holly
Robinson

Being a teen is hard enough. But when you have autism--or when your
brother or sister is struggling with the condition--life can be challenging. It's
one thing when you're a kid in grade school, and a playdate goes south due
to autism in a family. Or when you're a little kid, and a vacation or holiday
turns less-than-happy because of an autistic family member. But being a
teen with autism can get pretty hairy--especially when you're up against
dating, parties, sports, body changes, school, and other kids who just don't
'get' you. In this powerful book, teenagers Ryan Elizabeth Peete and her
twin brother, Rodney, who has autism, share their up-close-and-personal
experiences on what it means to be a teen living with autism. SAME BUT
DIFFERENT, explores the funny, painful, and unexpected aspects of teen
autism, while daring to address issues nobody talks about. SAME BUT
DIFFERENT underscores tolerance, love, and the understanding that
everybody's unique drumbeat is worth dancing to. .

780

All Rise for the
Honorable
Perry T. Cook

Connor,
Leslie

Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised by his mom at the Blue River
Co-ed Correctional Facility in tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is a resident
on Cell Block C, and so far Warden Daugherty has made it possible for them
to be together. That is, until a new district attorney discovers the truth—and
Perry is removed from the facility and forced into a foster home. When Perry
moves to the “outside” world, he feels trapped. Desperate to be reunited with
his mom, Perry goes on a quest for answers about her past crime. As he
gets closer to the truth, he will discover that love makes people resilient no
matter where they come from . . . but can he find a way to tell everyone what
home truly means?

540

Raymie
Nightingale

DiCamillo,
Kate

Raymie Clarke has come to realize that everything, absolutely everything,
depends on her. And she has a plan. If Raymie can win the Little Miss
Central Florida Tire competition, then her father, who left town two days ago
with a dental hygienist, will see Raymie's picture in the paper and (maybe)

550

come home. To win, not only does Raymie have to do good deeds and learn
how to twirl a baton; she also has to contend with the wispy, frequently
fainting Louisiana Elefante, who has a show-business background, and the
fiery, stubborn Beverly Tapinski, who’s determined to sabotage the contest.
But as the competition approaches, loneliness, loss, and unanswerable
questions draw the three girls into an unlikely friendship — and challenge
each of them to come to the rescue in unexpected ways.
Every Falling
Star: The True
Story of How I
Survived and
Escaped North
Korea

Lee, Sungju

Every Falling Star, the first book to portray contemporary North Korea to a
young audience, is the intense memoir of a North Korean boy named Sungju
who was forced at age twelve to live on the streets and fend for himself. To
survive, Sungju creates a gang and lives by thieving, fighting, begging, and
stealing rides on cargo trains.
Sungju richly recreates his scabrous story, depicting what it was like for a
boy alone to create a new family with his gang, “his brothers,” to daily be
hungry and to fear arrest, imprisonment, and even execution. This riveting
memoir allows young readers to learn about other cultures where freedoms
they take for granted do not exist.

880

A Storm Too
Soon: A
Remarkable
Survival Story
in 80-foot Seas

Tougias,
Michael

When a forty-seven-foot sailboat disappears in the Gulf Stream during a
disastrous storm, it leaves behind three weary sailors struggling to stay alive
on a life raft in the throes of violent waves eighty feet tall. This middle-grade
adaptation of an adult nonfiction book tells the story of the four intrepid
Coast Guardsmen who braved the sea and this ruthless storm, hoping to
rescue the stranded sailors.

1090

Samurai
Rising

Turner,
Pamela

Stirring narrative nonfiction recounts the rise of Minamoto Yoshitsune from
seemingly doomed infant to immortal warrior-hero (and one of the most
famous samurai in Japanese history). Acclaimed author Pamela S. Turner
delivers all the drama, romance, and tragedy of the original story--with
delightfully dry wit and a healthy dose of modern perspective. Gorgeous ink
paintings by celebrated graphic-novelist Gareth Hinds complete this
irresistible package.

950

Rising Above:
How 11
Athletes
Overcame
Challenges in
Their Youth to
Become Stars

Zuckerman,
Gregory

Discover the inspirational real-life stories of superstar athletes like LeBron
James, Stephen Curry, Tim Howard, and more!
Athlete after athlete in this book found discipline, hope, and inspiration on
the playing field, rising above their circumstances. Filled with first-hand
accounts from stars who exemplify the idea of enduring at all costs, Rising
Above will serve as a must-read source of inspiration for kids and sports
fans of all ages.

1010

The Girl Who
Drank the
Moon

Barnhill,
Kelly

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the
witch who lives in the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from
terrorizing their town. But the witch in the Forest, Xan, is kind. She shares
her home with a wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon. Xan
rescues the children and delivers them to welcoming families on the other
side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey.
One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling
the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must raise this
girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. As Luna’s thirteenth birthday
approaches, her magic begins to emerge--with dangerous consequences.
Meanwhile, a young man from the Protectorate is determined to free his
people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with uncertain intentions flock
nearby. A volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s
surface. And the woman with the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . .

640

Diary of a
Tokyo Teen: A
Japanese-Ame

Inzer,
Christine
Mari

Born in Tokyo to a Japanese mother and an American father in 1997,
Christine Mari Inzer spent her early years in Japan and relocated to the
United States in 2003. The summer before she turned sixteen, she returned

n/a

rican Girl
Travels to the
Land of Trendy
Fashion,
High-Tech
Toilets and
Maid Cafes

to Tokyo, making a solo journey to get reacquainted with her birthplace.
Through illustrations, photos, and musings, Inzer documented her journey.
In Diary of a Tokyo Teen, Inzer explores the cutting-edge fashions of
Tokyo's trendy Harajuku district, eats the best sushi of her life at the
renowned Tsukiji fish market, and hunts down geisha in the ancient city of
Kyoto. As she shares the trials and pleasures of travel from one end of a trip
to the other, Inzer introduces the host of interesting characters she meets
and offers a unique—and often hilarious—look at a fascinating country and
an engaging tale of one girl rediscovering her roots.

Dare to
Disappoint:
Growing Up in
Turkey

Samanci,
Ozge

Growing up on the Aegean Coast, Ozge loved the sea and imagined a life of
adventure while her parents and society demanded predictability. Her dad
expected Ozge, like her sister, to become an engineer. She tried to hear her
own voice over his and the religious and militaristic tensions of Turkey and
the conflicts between secularism and fundamentalism. Could she be a scuba
diver like Jacques Cousteau? A stage actress? Would it be possible to
please everyone including herself?
In her unpredictable and funny graphic memoir, Ozge recounts her story
using inventive collages, weaving together images of the sea, politics,
science, and friendship.

570

Radioactive!:
How Irene
Curie and Lise
Conkling
Revolutionized
Science and
Changed the
World

Conkling,
Winifred

In 1934, Irène Curie and her husband won the Nobel Prize for their
breakthrough discovery of artificial radioactivity. But when Curie was
nominated to the French Academy of Sciences, the academy denied her
admission and then voted to disqualify all women from membership. Four
years later, Curie’s breakthrough led physicist Lise Meitner to a brilliant leap
of understanding that unlocked the secret of nuclear fission. Meitner’s
unique insight was critical to a revolution in science, yet her achievement
was often overlooked or even deliberately erased from the record.
In a nonfiction narrative that reads with the suspense of a thriller,
Radioactive!presents the story of two women breaking ground in a
male-dominated field, still largely unknown despite their crucial contributions
to nuclear science.

1160

Taking Flight:
From War
Orphan to Star
Ballerina

DePrince,
Michaela

Michaela DePrince was known as girl Number 27 at the orphanage, where
she was abandoned at a young age and tormented as a “devil child” for a
skin condition that makes her skin appear spotted. But it was at the
orphanage that Michaela would find a picture of a beautiful ballerina en
pointe that would help change the course of her life.
At the age of four, Michaela was adopted by an American family, who
encouraged her love of dancing and enrolled her in classes. She went on to
study at the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School at the American Ballet
Theatre and is now the youngest principal dancer with the Dance Theatre of
Harlem. She has appeared in the ballet documentary First Position, as well
as on Dancing with the Stars, Good Morning America, and Nightline.

940

Terrible
Typhoid Mary:
A True Story of
the Deadliest
Cook in
America

Bartoletti,
Susan
Campbell

What happens when a person's reputation has been forever damaged? With
archival photographs and text among other primary sources, this riveting
biography of Mary Mallon by the Sibert medalist and Newbery Honor winner
Susan Bartoletti looks beyond the tabloid scandal of Mary's controversial
life. How she was treated by medical and legal officials reveals a
lesser-known story of human and constitutional rights, entangled with the
science of pathology and enduring questions about who Mary Mallon really
was. How did her name become synonymous with deadly disease? And who
is really responsible for the lasting legacy of Typhoid Mary? This thorough
exploration includes an author's note, timeline, annotated source notes, and
bibliography.

980

Rad Women
Worldwide:

Schatz,
Kate

Rad Women Worldwide tells fresh, engaging, and amazing tales of
perseverance and radical success by pairing well-researched and riveting

1040

Artists and
Athletes,
Pirates and
Punks, and
Other
Revolutionarie
s Who Shaped
History

biographies with powerful and expressive cut-paper portraits. The book
features an array of diverse figures from 430 BCE to 2016, spanning 31
countries around the world, from Hatshepsut (the great female king who
ruled Egypt peacefully for two decades) and Malala Yousafzi (the youngest
person to win the Nobel Peace Prize) to Poly Styrene (legendary teenage
punk and lead singer of X-Ray Spex) and Liv Arnesen and Ann Bancroft
(polar explorers and the first women to cross Antarctica). An additional 250
names of international rad women are also included as a reference for
readers to continue their own research.

We Will Not be
Silent: The
White Rose
Student
Resistance
Movement that
Defied Adolf
Hitler

Freedman,
Russell

In his signature eloquent prose, backed up by thorough research, Russell
Freedman tells the story of Austrian-born Hans Scholl and his sister Sophie.
They belonged to Hitler Youth as young children, but began to doubt the
Nazi regime. As older students, the Scholls and a few friends formed the
White Rose, a campaign of active resistance to Hitler and the Nazis. Risking
imprisonment or even execution, the White Rose members distributed
leaflets urging Germans to defy the Nazi government. Their belief that
freedom was worth dying for will inspire young readers to stand up for what
they believe in.

630

Lincoln's
Spymaster:
Allan
Pinkerton,
America's First
Private Eye

Seiple,
Samantha

Lincoln's Spymaster tells the dangerous and action-packed adventures of
Allan Pinkerton, America's first private eye and Lincoln's most trusted
spymaster.
Pinkerton was just a poor immigrant barrel-maker in Illinois when he
stumbled across his first case just miles from his home. His reputation grew
and people began approaching Pinkerton with their cases, leading him to
open the first-of-its-kind private detective agency. Pinkerton assembled a
team of undercover agents, and together they caught train robbers,
counterfeiters, and other outlaws. Soon these outlaws, including Jesse
James, became their nemeses. Danger didn't stop the agency! The team
even uncovered and stopped an assassination plot against president-elect
Abraham Lincoln! Seeing firsthand the value of Pinkerton's service, Lincoln
funded Pinkerton's spy network, a precursor to the Secret Service. Allan
Pinkerton is known as the father of modern day espionage, and this is the
first book for young adults to tell his story!

990

Nine, Ten: A
September 11
Story

Baskin,
Nora
Raleigh

Ask anyone: September 11, 2001, was serene and lovely, a perfect
day—until a plane struck the World Trade Center.
But right now it is a few days earlier, and four kids in different parts of the
country are going about their lives. Sergio, who lives in Brooklyn, is
struggling to come to terms with the absentee father he hates and the
grandmother he loves. Will’s father is gone, too, killed in a car accident that
has left the family reeling. Naheed has never before felt uncomfortable about
being Muslim, but at her new school she’s getting funny looks because of
the head scarf she wears. Aimee is starting a new school in a new city and
missing her mom, who has to fly to New York on business.
These four don’t know one another, but their lives are about to intersect in
ways they never could have imagined. Award-winning author Nora Raleigh
Baskin weaves together their stories into an unforgettable novel about that
seemingly perfect September day—the day our world changed forever.

730

All We Have
Left

Mills,
Wendy

Now:

880

Sixteen-year-old Jesse is used to living with the echoes of the past. Her
older brother died in the September 11th attacks, and her dad since has
filled their home with anger and grief. When Jesse gets caught up with the
wrong crowd, one momentary hate-fueled decision turns her life upside
down. The only way to make amends is to face the past, starting Jesse on a
journey that will reveal the truth about how her brother died.

Then:
In 2001, sixteen-year-old Alia is proud to be Muslim . . . it's being a teenager
that she finds difficult. After being grounded for a stupid mistake, Alia
decides to confront her father at his Manhattan office, putting her in danger
she never could have imagined. When the planes collide into the Twin
Towers, Alia is trapped inside one of the buildings. In the final hours, she
meets a boy who will change everything for her as the flames rage around
them . . .Interweaving stories from past and present, All We Have Left brings
one of the most important days in our recent history to life, showing that love
and hope will always triumph.

Soar

Bauer, Joan

Jeremiah is not one to let anything keep him down. Starting with his
adoption by computer genius Walt, Jeremiah has looked on his life as a
series of lucky breaks. When a weak heart keeps him from playing his
beloved baseball, Jeremiah appoints himself the team coach. When Walt
has to move for another new assignment, Jeremiah sees it as a great
chance to explore a new town. But no sooner do they arrive than a doping
scandel is revealed and the town feels betrayed and disgraced. Jeremiah
takes it as his personal mission to restore the town's morale and help the
teams bounce back and remember how to soar. Full of humor, heart, and
baseball lore, Soar is Joan Bauer at her best.

510

When
Friendship
Followed Me
Home

Griffin, Paul

Ben Coffin has never been one for making friends. As a former foster kid, he
knows people can up and leave without so much as a goodbye. Ben prefers
to spend his time with the characters in his favorite sci-fi books…until he
rescues an abandoned mutt from the alley next-door to the Coney Island
Library. Scruffy little Flip leads Ben to befriend a fellow book-lover named
Halley—yes, like the comet—a girl unlike anyone he has ever met. Ben
begins thinking of her as “Rainbow Girl” because of her crazy-colored
clothes and her laugh, pure magic, the kind that makes you smile away the
stormiest day. Rainbow Girl convinces Ben to write a novel with her. But as
their story unfolds Ben’s life begins to unravel, and Ben must discover for
himself the truth about friendship and the meaning of home.

590

A Night
Divided

Nielsen,
Jennifer

With the rise of the Berlin Wall, Gerta finds her family suddenly divided. She,
her mother, and her brother Fritz live on the eastern side, controlled by the
Soviets. Her father and middle brother, who had gone west in search of
work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is dangerous to watch the wall, yet
she can't help herself. She sees the East German soldiers with their guns
trained on their own citizens; she, her family, her neighbors and friends are
prisoners in their own city.

810

But one day on her way to school, Gerta spots her father on a viewing
platform on the western side, pantomiming a peculiar dance. Gerta
concludes that her father wants her and Fritz to tunnel beneath the wall, out
of East Berlin. However, if they are caught, the consequences will be deadly.
No one can be trusted. Will Gerta and her family find their way to freedom?
Falling Over
Sideways

Sonnenblick
, Jordan

It's not easy being Claire. (Really.)Claire's life is a joke . . . but she's not
laughing. While her friends seem to be leaping forward, she's dancing in the
same place. The mean girls at school are living up to their mean name, and
there's a boy, Ryder, who's just as bad, if not worse. And at home, nobody's
really listening to her -- if anything, they seem to be more in on the joke than
she is.Then into all of this (not-very-funny-to-Claire) comedy comes
something intense and tragic -- while her dad is talking to her at the kitchen
table, he falls over with a medical emergency. Suddenly the joke has

860

become very serious -- and the only way Claire, her family, and her friends
are going to get through it is if they can find a way to make it funny again.
23 Minutes

VandeVelde
, Vivian

By both society's measure and her own, fifteen-year-old Zoe Mahar is pretty
much a loser. Then one day she ducks into Spencerport Savings and Loan
simply to get out of the rain—and witnesses a bank robbery gone horrifyingly
wrong. The good news is that Zoe has a unique ability: she can play back
time and repeat events. But it's not an unlimited deal—she can only jump 23
minutes, and her first playback creates an even more disastrous outcome.
Zoe has only 10 tries to get it right before this particular 23 minutes becomes
irreversible. In the process of trying to become the heroine she doesn't
believe she can be, Zoe learns about herself and realizes that there is more
to who she is than she thought.

900

Beneath

Smith,
Roland

Pat O'Toole has always idolized his older brother, Coop. Coop is... different.
He doesn't talk on the phone, doesn't use email, and doesn't have friends.
He's never really cared for anything but the thrill of being underground, and
for Pat of course. So it's no surprise to anyone that after a huge fight with
their parents, Coop runs away. One year later, Pat receives a package
containing a digital voice recorder and a cryptic message from his brother.
He follows the clues to New York City and soon discovers that Coop has
joined the Community, a society living beneath the streets. Now it's up to Pat
to find his brother -- and bring him home.

610

The Secret
Keepers

Stewart,
Trenton Lee

When Reuben discovers an extraordinary antique watch with a secret
power, his life takes an intriguing turn. As one secret leads to another,
Reuben finds himself torn between his honest nature and the lure to be a
hero.
Now he is on a dangerous adventure--full of curious characters, treacherous
traps, and hairsbreadth escapes--as he races to solve the mystery before it
is too late. With fearless Penny, mighty Jack, and the wise Mrs. Genevieve
on his side, can Reuben outwit a sly villain called The Smoke and save the
city from a terrible fate?
In this ingeniously crafted novel, acclaimed author Trenton Lee Stewart
invites readers to join the adventure, decipher the clues, and ask themselves
the question: Is knowing a secret a gift or a curse?

620

Frozen
Charlotte

Bell, Alex

When her best friend dies under mysterious circumstances, Sophie sets off
to stay with her cousins on the remote Isle of Skye. It's been years since she
last saw them--brooding Cameron with his scarred hand; Piper, who seems
too perfect to be real; and peculiar little Lilias with her fear of bones.Still,
Sophie never expected the strange new rules the family now lives by: Make
no mention of Cameron's accident. Never leave the front gate unlocked.
Above all, don't speak of the girl who's no longer there, the sister whose
death might have closer ties to Sophie's past--and more sinister
consequences for her future--than she ever knew.A wondrously haunting
and modern thriller, Frozen Charlotte drips with mystery and madness,
secrets and survival, and the chilling sense that the impossible might be all
too real.

840

Summer of
Lost and
Found

Behrens,
Rebecca

Nell Dare expected to spend her summer vacation hanging out with her
friends in New York City. That is, until her botanist mom dragged her all the
way to Roanoke Island for a research trip. To make matters worse, her
father suddenly and mysteriously leaves town, leaving no explanation or
clues as to where he went—or why.
While Nell misses the city—and her dad—a ton, it doesn’t take long for her
to become enthralled with the mysteries of Roanoke and its lost colony. And
when Nell meets Ambrose, a quirky historical reenactor, they start exploring
for clues as to what really happened to the lost colonists. As Nell and

760

Ambrose’s discoveries of tantalizing evidence mount, mysterious things
begin to happen. And someone—or something—is keeping watch over their
quest for answers.
It looks like Nell will get the adventurous summer she was hoping for, and
she will discover secrets not only about Roanoke, but about herself.
Fatal Fever:
Tracking Down
Typhoid Mary

Jarrow, Gail

In March 1907, the lives of three remarkable people collided at a New York
City brownstone where Mary Mallon worked as a cook. They were brought
together by typhoid fever, a dreaded scourge that killed tens of thousands of
Americans each year. Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary is the first
middle-grade trade book that tells the true story of the woman who
unwittingly spread deadly bacteria, the epidemiologist who discovered her
trail of infection, and the health department that decided her fate. This
gripping story follows this tragic disease as it shatters lives from the early
twentieth century to today. It will keep readers on the edges of the seats
wondering what happened to Mary and the innocent typhoid victims.

1010

Hour of the
Bees

Eagar,
Lindsay

While her friends are spending their summers having pool parties and
sleepovers, twelve-year-old Carolina — Carol — is spending hers in the
middle of the New Mexico desert, helping her parents move the grandfather
she’s never met into a home for people with dementia. At first, Carol avoids
prickly Grandpa Serge. But as the summer wears on and the heat bears
down, Carol finds herself drawn to him, fascinated by the crazy stories he
tells her about a healing tree, a green-glass lake, and the bees that will bring
back the rain and end a hundred years of drought. As the thin line between
magic and reality starts to blur, Carol must decide for herself what is
possible — and what it means to be true to her roots. Readers who dream
that there’s something more out there will be enchanted by this captivating
novel of family, renewal, and discovering the wonder of the world.

670

Short

Sloan, Holly
Goldberg

Julia is very short for her age, but by the end of the summer run of The
Wizard of Oz, she’ll realize how big she is inside, where it counts. She hasn’t
ever thought of herself as a performer, but when the wonderful director of Oz
casts her as a Munchkin, she begins to see herself in a new way. As Julia
becomes friendly with the poised and wise Olive—one of the adults with
dwarfism who’ve joined the production’s motley crew of Munchkins—and
with her deeply artistic neighbor, Mrs. Chang, Julia’s own sense of self as an
artist grows. Soon, she doesn’t want to fade into the background—and it’s a
good thing, because her director has more big plans for Julia!

810

One Last
Word: Wisdom
from the
Harlem
Renaissance

Grimes,
Nikki

In this collection of poetry, Nikki Grimes looks afresh at the poets of the
Harlem Renaissance -- including voices like Langston Hughes, Georgia
Douglas Johnson, and many more writers of importance and resonance
from this era -- by combining their work with her own original poetry. Using
"The Golden Shovel" poetic method, Grimes has written a collection of
poetry that is as gorgeous as it is thought-provoking.

n/a

So B. It

Weeks,
Sarah

Although she lives an unconventional lifestyle with her mentally disabled
mother and their doting neighbor, Bernadette, Heidi has a lucky streak that
has a way of pointing her in the right direction. When a mysterious word in
her mother’s vocabulary begins to haunt her, Heidi’s thirst for the truth leads
her on a cross-country journey in search of the secrets of her past.

860

Rules

Lord,
Cynthia

Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for
a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a
young paraplegic.

780

Outcasts
United: The
Story of a
Refugee
Soccer Team
That Changed
a Town

St. John,
Warren

The extraordinary tale of a refugee youth soccer team and the
transformation of a small American town. Clarkston, Georgia, was a typical
Southern town until it was designated a refugee settlement center in the
1900s, becoming the first American home for scores of families in flight from
the world’s war zones-from Liberia and Sudan to Iraq and Afghanistan.
Suddenly Clarkston’s streets were filled with women wearing hijab, the
smells of cumin and curry, and kids of all colors playing soccer in any open
space they could find. The town also became home to Luma Mufleh, an
American-educated Jordanian woman who founded a youth soccer team to
unify Clarkston’s refugee children and keep them off the streets.

980

Matched

Condie, Ally

All her life, Cassia has never had a choice. The Society dictates everything:
when and how to play, where to work, where to live, what to eat and wear,
when to die, and most importantly to Cassia as she turns 17, who to marry.
When she is matched with her best friend Xander, things couldn’t be more
perfect. But why did her neighbor Ky’s face show up on her match disk as
well?

680

Journey to the
Center of the
Earth

Verne, Jules

German professor Otto Lidenbrock believes there are volcanic tubes going
toward the center of the Earth. He, his nephew Axel, and their guide Hans
descent into the Icelandic volcano Snaefellsjokull, encountering many
adventures, including prehistoric animals and natural hazards, before
eventually coming to the surface again in southern Italy, at the Stromboli
volcano.

1040

A Tree Grows
in Brooklyn

Smith, Betty

A poignant tale of childhood and the ties of family, “A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn” will transport the reader to the early 1900s where a little girl
named Francine dreamily looks out her window at a tree struggling to reach
the sky.

810

Absolutely
Normal Chaos

Creech,
Sharon

Thirteen-year old Mary Lou grows up quickly during the summer while
learning about romance, homesickness, death, and her cousin’s search for
his biological father.

900

